Claims: 

1-24 (Cancelled) 



25. (Currently Amended) A method for producing a compressed earth block, the method 

COmPn (^providing a compression chamber with an elongated bore having an open outlet end ; 
(b) introducing into me bore of the compression chamber an amount of uncompressed 

^ ^forcing the uncompressed earth toward the outlet end, which is blocked by previous,, 
compressed bus of earth, against which the uncompressed earth is compressed into a new hft 
within the compression chamber; and 

(d) repeating steps (b) and (c) to provide a plurality of lifts compressed together wrthm 
the compression chamber into a continuous length of compressed earth**,— «* 

upon outlot er>4;-aB^ , 
^eHeTarattng aaafiHMi porti on from the continuous length to define a compressed 

-^ pr^on chai r ^ "to the shearing station; an d 

,n fracture the em «•* f" 1 " 1 ™ntinuous lenBth " 

26 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 25, wherein step (^comprises pu«e 

end of the shearing e^totiftu «*« a torw^d^support strtrcture, 
— ^y^f the shearing ehamb^ transverse to tbebore of the compressron 
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.Oan^ausesthefbrv^ 

— ~— ^^^^^^ 

S te UJ? turejojr^^ 

station . 



bore^ 

28 . (Currently Amended) The ^ 
^^yn step (ee) eemp^H^Ha^^ 



29. (Cancelled) 

, 4 rte* The method of claim 25, wherein step (d) further eomprises 

30. (Currently Amended) Theme lm?th ofc „ mpreSS ed earth 
varying the length of aatdtheo^ portton of the con ^^^^^ 
protruding ffom the compression chamber 

bejoremffli^^ 

4 ,« lll =memodofc.aim25,wher«„ 6 a« B ^t^P ortion ^ to 
31. (Currently Amended) The memo rompressi „„ chamber in step (d) is 

continuous length of compressed ear* protrudtng from the comp 
made „p of a plurality of Una and has a lengrh greater than 6 tnches. 

. The method of claim 25, wherein s^on^— 
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3 3 ,Curtentiy Amended .Ametoodforproducng . — 

T ^.«^^^-« ta ^ db - ,,Wi,,, " a ^ a-h, 

W to.roduomg.mo to bo« of P 
earth by feeding toe uncompressed earth ,n.o toe bore 

*" a i „ are a™arddirec.ionandrepea.ings.ep S (b)and(c).oforcea 

(d) m ov.ng .he ram - rf ^ ^ ^ ^ out te 

continuous leng* of eompressed earth made up 

outlet end; and continuous lengfl; ggMdSS ft°m 

^^^^^^ 

compressed block 

a The method of claim 33 further eomprising forming mating 

34. (Currently Anrended) The . *. rf earth K „ 

Mentations a*d prottus.ons on s.de surfac of ^^gjafflmg, an 

indentation on one of the compressed blocks w*««e_ 
block to form interlocking surfaces. 
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35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 33, wherein the compressed bloch is made up 
of a plurality of the lifts. 

36. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 33, lu^^m^ 

placing a shefurther comprising: 

placingashearingchamberattheoutletendofthecompressionchamber^herem 

step (d) comprises increment moving the continuous length directly from the outlet 

the desired length; and .11 

step (e) comprises moving .he shearing chamber transverse to .he longttudmal axts. 

37. (Previously Presen.ed) The method of claim 33. further comprising: 

providing .he ram with a convex protrusion, and engagtng .he uncompressed earth wtth 

the protrusion. 

38 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 33, wherein step (e) 
^^^^^^ 

^^Z3— — * ^^asupporringsurfacew* 
arfaceinjmimwh^^ 

39 (Currently Amended) The method of Calm 33, wherein aU!-onch« S tep (d^ 

rf§Ea cMio^4h fr *m4 S 4e 9 ^^ P°« "» te « S1 ° n 

chamber. 

40 (Previously Presented) The method of Cairn 33, wherein the length of the forward smoke 
step (c) is subs.an.iaUy shorter man a longitudinal length of .he compression chamber. 
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«. (Previously Pre.en.ed, The method of data 33, wherein as .he ram moves forward in s.ep 
(c), it closes off the port. 

«. (Currency Amended) A me.hod for produeing a eompressed bio* of ear*, .he me.hod 

COmPn 7 providingaeompressionehamberwimaion^^ 
axisd***^ an open outlet end, a Mm**.™ P»« o^mt^ 
^^^commnnieadng wi,h .he bore, and a ram .ha. ,s movahie wrdun me ore 
^^onononesideof t hef,npor..oane X ,ndedposi l ionbe W ee„.hef 1 >ipo rt 

^'^rt—ashearin^hamber— and a support struotme at the outlet end 

ber^^ 

afe!B ^f^^Uinmere^ 
into the bore ftom the ho£EerJteoushJhe.f.n port; then 

(.) whiie the ataUoifcoude. end open, strong me ram forward^ 

aaSBSJM B .,. ;„,„, h ,,h„renf.h -™™nression 

^^^^even& unrompress.d earth from fa fltngmto^ ~ " 

confute of earth in the eonrpression chamber toidd^wiy^^^ 
^^^^.andwhentheforeeexertedby 

rft.advancinsU.eeon.binedmassanh^* a^ee«««*™ 

(d) moving .he ran. to the re.rao.ed position and repeating steps (b) and (c), .hereby 

shearing chamber with each newly formed lift; 
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(e) when a desired length of the compressed earth has moved through the compression 
^Vmmhpir into the passage,! ^ a iaml L. unlo t hn nip p mt -i w etew, ae4ua^moving.the 
shearing chamber from fee aligned nosition to the misaligned position then back to th e^hgned 
Bosition while a nortion ofth e ™r.rinuou S length ofc^ressed earth remains in the passage t o 
.^^^^^ntin^taalh a compressed block of thedesired length, which » fully 
supported on the support structure. 

43 (Currently Amended)The method of claim 42 further comprising forming mating 
indentations and protrusions on side surfaces ofthe continuous length of compressed earth as it 
is being formed and passes through the compression chamber, the indentations and protrusions 
being configured so ^m^M-^m^Mmm, an indentation of one ofthe compressed 
blocks w4^ismMeable with a protrusion of another of the compressed blocks to form 
interlocking ™ cplf-alipnine featuressurfeees. 

44. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 42, wherein fee s he ari ng Lba.n1.rr nf step (h) h as 
epen f u nvard an d r uu w ai d ends, n nrl wh erein-step (e) furthj* comprises: 

moving a forward end ofthe support structure in unison with the shearing chamber 
tfans ^ fse 4e4he4en^ chamber . 
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